[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear San Elijo Middle School families,
Throughout the year, San Elijo Middle School (SEMS) will be sending emails with important reminders and upcoming events.  These emails can also be located at www.sanelijomiddle.org under the Site Shortcut of ‘Archived eBlasts From SEMS’.
Thank you for all your help and patience as we get the new year underway.  Here are some of the happenings at SEMS that need your attention:
1. The school’s only fundraiser is the Magazine Sale.  Students will receive their packets on Friday, Sept. 9th.  The “Reach-Out” book with addresses will be turned in on Sept. 13th.   The final day for all magazine sale orders is Sept. 22nd.  However, parents can order online all year.  www.gaschoolstore.com         Please use school ID to register:  236406  
2. CJSF (California Junior Scholarship Federation) applications will be available in the Counseling Office for 7th and 8th grade students only on Sept. 19.  The applications are due on Sept. 30.  6th graders may apply to CJSF second semester.  Students need to apply every semester to be considered for CJSF membership.
3. Counseling groups will be starting up at the end of September.  These groups are designed to give students extra assistance with decision making, anger management, coping with peer pressure, dealing with a loss of a family member/friend, dealing with divorce, or needing any other support.  Groups meet for 6-8 weeks during the school day and rotate periods so students do not miss the same class more than once a month.  If interested or if you have questions, please contact your student’s Counselor:  A-L  celena.breining@smusd.org  or M-Z  michelle.santiago@smusd.org.
4. 6th Grade Back-To-School Night is Sep. 15th beginning at 6:30 p.m.  Parking will be limited so please plan accordingly.
5. 7th/8th Grade Back-To-School Night is Sep. 22nd beginning at 6:30 p.m.
6. There are new consequences for dress code violations and gum violations.  Attached are the consequences that are in the Parent Handbook which was signed by all parents and students:
Gum/Candy/Sunflower Seeds: Due to problems of littering and class disruptions, these are not permitted on school grounds and school activities.  The probable breakdown for gum violations:
1st- Lunch detention
2nd-1 week of lunch detention, copy of policy given to student, and parent notified
3rd-Saturday School and parent notified
4th-ISS and parent notified
5th-Suspension due to defiance and parent phone call
Excessive offenses will be referred to the assistant principal for progressive discipline, which may include Saturday School, In-School Suspension and/or suspension at home.  Note- gum/sunflower seeds are not permitted on campus at any time.  We have a beautiful campus and wish to keep it that way!
Dress Code Violation Consequences:
1st-Warning, change clothes and documentation
2nd-Change clothes, lunch detention, copy of policy given to student, and parent notified
3rd-Change clothes, 1 week of lunch detention, and parent notified
4th-Change clothes, Saturday School, and parent notified
5th-Change clothes, ISS, and parent notified
6th-Suspension due to defiance and parent phone call

The administration is the final authority when a difference of opinion arises.  When violation of the dress code occurs, the student will be required to correct this by receiving clothes brought from home to school, or be required to wear clothing provided by the school.  Continued violations of dress guidelines will be considered defiance and will be referred to the Assistant Principals’ Office.

7. Parents, please remember that all student cell phones are to be off during the day.  We have had reports of parents texting their children, and that action will cause your student to have a consequence if their phone is on.  If you need to contact your student during the school day, please call 760-290-2813 and we will relay the message for you.

Thank you for your prompt attention to these matters, and for your continued support.  If you have any questions, please email gary.debora@smusd.org or call the Assistant Principal’s office at 760-290-2813.
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